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Third Sunday after Epiphany 
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ACS Holy Communion, Setting 12 
 
 

Jesus begins his public ministry by calling fishers to leave their nets and follow him. In Jesus the 
kingdom of God has come near. We who have walked in darkness have seen a great light. We 
see this light most profoundly in the cross—as God suffers with us and all who are oppressed by 
sickness, sin, or evil. Light dawns for us as we gather around the word, the font, and the holy 
table. We are then sent to share the good news that others may be “caught” in the net of God’s 
grace and mercy. 
 
A warm welcome to those who are here worshipping in-person and on-line with us today! Here 
at Grace Lutheran we believe God is active in your life.  Even you being here now is testament of 
God’s calling and leading in your heart, which you have faithfully heeded.  So we welcome you, 
and pray that today you will be nurtured and that the gifts that God has graciously given you will 
be stirred for the sake of God’s mission in the world. 
 
Grace Lutheran worships, prays, and serves on the traditional and unceded lands and territories 
of the hən̓q̓əmin̓əm̓ (Musqueam) and Sḵwx̱wú7mesh (Squamish) speaking peoples. 
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GATHERING 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
We enter together into worship as we praise the Lord who is our light and salvation, our 
stronghold in whom we have no fear.  We enter into this house of God to gaze on the beauty of 
the Lord and to seek God’s face, for in our days of trouble we are given shelter and sanctuary 
and welcomed into God’s community. 
 
And so we rejoice and are glad, for God is present here with us and resides among us in Spirit, 
and helps us, doesn’t forsake us, but offers us salvation through Jesus Christ, our brother and 
Lord.  Amen.  Thanks be to God. 
 
GATHERING SONG: Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus (#802)   
 
GREETING 
The saving grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the redeeming love of God, and the supporting 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SONG OF PRAISE  

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, our light and our salvation, your kingdom has come near through the person of Jesus, 
who calls us all to be fishers of people.  Give us courage to answer your call to follow your ways, 
that our lives might act as witness to the good news of your love and mercy, through your Son 
Jesus Christ, by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:1-4 

A reading from Isaiah. 
The northern tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali experienced the gloom of defeat by Assyrian 
military forces, but they are assured that their condition will be reversed when God makes a 
light-filled appearance. The joy they will experience will resemble celebrations of great harvests, 
because God will deliver them from everything that diminishes or oppresses them. 



1There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time [the LORD] brought 
into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make 
glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 
 2The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
  on them light has shined. 
 3You have multiplied the nation, 
  you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
  as with joy at the harvest, 
  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4For the yoke of their burden, 
  and the bar across their shoulders, 
  the rod of their oppressor, 
  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 27:1, 4-9 
 1The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear? 
  The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
 4One thing I ask of the LORD; one thing I seek; 
  that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life; to gaze upon the beauty 
of the LORD and to seek God in the temple. 
 5For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter, 
  hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high upon a rock. 
 6Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround me. 
  Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; I will sing and make 
music to the LORD. 
 7Hear my voice, O LORD, when I call; 
  have mercy on me and answer me. 
 8My heart speaks your message— “Seek my face.” 
  Your face, O LORD, I will seek. 
 9Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in anger. 
  Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of my salvation. 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 10-18 
A reading from 1 Corinthians. 
Paul calls on the Corinthians to end their dissensions and share the unified outlook of the gospel. 
Discord arises when we forget that we belong not to human leaders or institutions but to Christ. 
Indeed, the unifying word of the cross of Christ is the center of the gospel and the power of 
God’s salvation. 
 
10Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you 
be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same 
mind and the same purpose. 11For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there are 
quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. 12What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong 



to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” 13Has Christ 
been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14I thank 
God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15so that no one can say that you 
were baptized in my name. 16(I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do 
not know whether I baptized anyone else.) 17For Christ did not send me to baptize but to 
proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be 
emptied of its power. 
 18For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 
are being saved it is the power of God. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 4:12-23 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Jesus begins his public ministry shortly after John the Baptist is imprisoned by Herod. He 
proclaims the nearness of God’s reign and calls four fishermen to be his first disciples. 
 
12Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 13He left 
Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 
14so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 
 15“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, 
  on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 
 16the people who sat in darkness 
  have seen a great light, 
 and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 
  light has dawned.” 
17From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 
 18As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and 
Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 19And he said to them, 
“Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” 20Immediately they left their nets and 
followed him. 21As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and 
his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. 
22Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed him. 



 23Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news 
of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the people. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
O Lord, illumine our minds with the power of your Spirit, that we may be able to see your 
kingdom and hear your call, repenting from the past and moving forward into the future, 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Years ago when I was studying for my undergraduate degree in religious studies, I used to take 
the bus to my part time job at a local drug store.  I was no stranger to the bus nor any of the 
many colorful characters one would encounter in downtown Vancouver, but there was this one 
fellow who I always took notice of.  Actually, it was pretty hard not to notice him as I’m pretty 
sure everyone who would frequent that part of the city would be pretty familiar to him, what 
with his eccentric clothing, wild and unkept hairstyle, and his soap box and megaphone, into 
which he would yell into (making his voice even louder), warning people of the impending end 
times and doom unless we would repent and give our lives to Jesus. 
 
Maybe you’ve encountered this kind of person as well.  Maybe not with that same exact 
description, but perhaps somewhat similar.  And as a young bible college student, I wasn’t sure 
what to make of this guy.  I remember telling some of my classmates about him, and they 
suggested that I talk to him, find out what he’s about, why he does what he does, and just pick 
his brain a bit because as they saw it, he could be the next John the Baptizer.   
 
I wasn’t so sure about that.  I can understand why they’d say that though, as both of them were 
a bit different from the day’s standards, they were outsiders, and I guess pretty passionate 
about whatever they were preaching about.  Still, I found my guy to be too weird for me, so I 
never did talk to him nor did I even try to approach him.  I would just largely ignore him or 
make up some excuse in my head like I was in a rush to get to work (which I usually was) or I 
couldn’t hear him over my headphones (which I usually couldn’t). 
 
To be honest, I think I was a bit intimidated, maybe even scared by him.  His style wasn’t really 
my cup of tea and his method of preaching wasn’t really what I’d call the most effective in this 
day and age, but it was the message that he was proclaiming that pushed me away the most.  
To me, his message was more of a threat than anything else. 
 
And in general, we humans don’t really do well with threats.  I can’t think of a time when I felt 
threatened and it drew me in to hear more.  I don’t think I’ve ever received a threat from 
someone that ended up strengthening our relationship.  I’m pretty sure I would never run 
towards a threat, but I would run away or put up walls to defend myself or maybe I might even 
retaliate… if the odds of winning were enough in my favour, that is. 
 
So to me, this message of doom and gloom isn’t really good news.  This proclamation of a 
wrathful bloodthirsty God doesn’t exactly fill me with hope.  This threat of “repent or else” in 
my opinion isn’t really helpful in drawing together a community or a church. 
 



This is where it gets weird for me, as that is another similarity with this guy and John the 
baptizer, their messages seem almost identical.  And as we know, John’s ministry was pretty 
fruitful up until he was sent to prison, and then Jesus picked it up right where John left off and 
preached the same exact thing word for word, “repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.” 
 
Seriously, mind blown.  Jesus actually preached these same words?  He gave the same message 
that John did even though John said that he isn’t worthy of tying Jesus’ sandals?  He said the 
same type of thing that the strange downtown Vancouver evangelist guy would proclaim at the 
top of his lungs that drove everyone around him away? 
 
Well, to be fair, I’m not sure if it was the Vancouver evangelist’s message that drove people 
away or his apparent lack of hygiene, but still. 
 
And so at first glance, I don’t like this Jesus that we get in today’s gospel reading.  I don’t like 
this doom and gloom preaching.  I don’t like feeling threatened and to be given ultimatums.  I 
don’t like being told just how much I don’t live up and how much miss the mark and how much 
of a failure I am.  To me, that just isn’t good news.  It isn’t good news when “repent” becomes 
more of a command, a prerequisite for salvation, a condition for God’s grace.   
 
But… what if that isn’t what Jesus meant?  What is that wasn’t John’s message?  It probably was 
what strange Vancouver guy meant, but that doesn’t mean that he’s right. 
 
See, what I think happened here over the years since this incident in Matthew’s account of 
Jesus’ life happened and was recorded, was that we have been bombarded by interpretations 
of these words and that has coloured our own interpretations.  We’ve heard about how others 
have taken this message and we start to take it the same way.  We’ve encountered people like 
the downtown Vancouver guy I keep bringing up, and we start to hear “repent” as a threat. 
 
These days, we hear “repent” and we think it’s something we must do in order to be saved, and 
then we hear something like “the kingdom of heaven has come near” and it sounds like our 
deadline is coming up, like we better get repenting while the repenting’s good, because that 
kingdom’s not waiting on no one.  It just sounds so pushy to us, so urgent, so threatening.   
 
We hear that and we brush it off.  We’re told that and we think nothing of it.  We see some guy 
on a soapbox with a megaphone proclaiming this and we just keep walking.  That’s what we 
might do here in the 21st Century with our experiences and ideals, but back in Jesus’ day?  Well, 
them fishers of fish dropped their nets when they heard this and just upped and followed Jesus 
to become fishers of people.  Mind blown again.  These plot twists are just too much. 
 
But because of their reaction, completely not what I’d expect and so far from what I’d actually 
do, I have reason to believe that they heard these words a bit differently.  Because 
“immediately” was used twice to describe the actions of these disciples, I’m thinking that these 
words landed on a different kind of ears.  Because these probably life long and generational 
fishermen were so ready and willing to throw away their lives to answer this call, I’m starting to 
see Jesus’ words here not so much as a threat, but perhaps more of a promise. 
 
See I don’t think Jesus is warning people that the kingdom of heaven is near so they better get 
their act together, but I think he’s promising them that the kingdom of heaven is near so they 
can get their act together.  Jesus isn’t threatening people to repent or else, but Jesus is 



encouraging people to let go of their pasts so they might be able to embrace this kingdom into 
the future.  Jesus isn’t forcing anyone to even listen to him but he comes declaring truth and 
love to anyone who has ears to hear. 
 
So while I still see that crazy downtown evangelist as a bit crazy, I can see the faith in his 
actions.  While I still don’t agree with what I think he’s trying to say and do, I can appreciate his 
devotion to what he thinks is right.  While I would never want to be in his position and do what 
he does, I’m glad that he’s somehow inadvertently taught me a lesson in humility, acceptance, 
and discipleship in answering God’s call.  I tell ya, that Holy Spirit works in mysterious and often 
shockingly strange ways. 
 
And so are we called to follow Jesus in this kingdom of heaven.  So are we called to put away 
the past that might haunt us or hold us back and put on Christ as we move into the future.  So 
are we called to shed the guilt of our sins away, and by the power of the Spirit turn to God and 
be strengthened to accept God’s loving grace and mercy, redeeming us all to be sons and 
daughters of the Most High, joint heirs with Jesus Christ our Lord.   
 
And it’s ok if we feel imperfect, because we aren’t called to be perfect.  It’s ok if we might still 
have some baggage that we’re carrying, because we are no longer carrying them on our own.  
It’s ok if we don’t feel adequate or are intimidated or maybe even feel a little afraid, because in 
Christ we are made to be good enough, worthy of God’s love, and blessed with truth and the 
peace that surpasses all understanding. 
 
So let us repent from the past guilts and shames that weigh us down, and turn to the future 
where we can reside in the kingdom of heaven, the community of Christ, and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit, now and always.  Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: Will You Come and Follow Me (#798)  
 
CREED (p. 104) 
Together with whole church, let us confess the Christian faith with the Apostle’s Creed: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Called into the welcome of God’s kingdom, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need.  Each petition will end with “by your saving mercy, O God,” and you all may reply with 
hear our prayer.  By your saving mercy, O God, hear our prayer. 
 
O Lord, you are our light and salvation and stronghold, in you we have nothing to fear.  
Strengthen us to boldly proclaim your kingdom in the world, that all might hear your call to live 
in community and service.  We remember in prayer our neighbouring faith communities; our 
partner Anglican Church of Canada; our bishops Kathy, Larry, Sid, Jason, Michael, and Susan, 
along with all the assistants to the bishops across the country; and our companion 
congregations of the BC Synod and the whole ELCIC.  In particular, we pray for Faith Lutheran in 
Kelowna and their pastor Brian Krushel; and Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in North Vancouver 
and their pastor Vida Jaugelis.  By your saving mercy, O God, hear our prayer. 
O Lord, we wish to dwell in your creation all the days of our lives to gaze upon your beauty 
revealed in all that you have made.  May our stewardship of this planet be pleasing to you, and 
may it continue to be our home for the generations to come.  We lift up in pray those who are 
living in areas of extreme weather and natural disasters, that they might find safety in the midst 
of chaos and support in the midst of despair.  By your saving mercy, O God, hear our prayer. 
 
O Lord, you are with us in our days of trouble and you show us true strength and peace.  May 
all world leaders and politicians know the power of your love, that they might govern with 
grace and justice in your name.  We remember in prayer those who live in areas of the world 
that are in political turmoil or face wars and violence, that peace is brought to their lands.  We 
also pray for those that we’ve sponsored to come to our country: Solyana Amanuel; and 
Maekele Kiflu, Selam Haile, and their children.  By your saving mercy, O God, hear our prayer. 
 
O Lord, you hear us when we call and answer us out of your love and healing.  Be with those 
among us who feel sick, who mourn, or who feel lonely, that your love might shine in all our 
hearts.  Especially we pray for Beulah; Ron, Tess, and Mineko; Bryan; Bev and family; Winn; 
Sukhwant; Laura; Kandie; Thomas; Cindy; William; Chris; Walter; Larry; Piet; and all those we 
name aloud or quietly in our hearts at this time… 
By your saving mercy, O God, hear our prayer. 
 
O Lord, your face is not hidden from us as you continue to help and save us and welcome us to 
live with you and all your saints in your kingdom.  Remind us always of the lives of those we’ve 
loved and lost, that they may always inspire us in our faith and service.  By your saving mercy, O 
God, hear our prayer. 
 
Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your leading and call, 
revealed to us through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
MEAL 

DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 



Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and places give thanks and 
praise to you, O God, through our Saviour Jesus Christ, who calls us into your service and 
reveals to us your kingdom, showing us how we can join with the choirs of angels, the hosts of 
heaven, and the church on earth in praising your name with this unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
O God, you are holy and mighty and you draw near to us in our times of need.  You answer us 
when we call to you and you are present throughout our lives.  And to further show us your 
love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, to show us the ways of your truth and grace and to 
welcome us all to see you residing in and throughout your kingdom on earth, full of your 
redeeming mercy. 
 
For on the night that he was betrayed, your Son Jesus sat with his friends for a meal, where he 
took some bread, gave thanks for it, broke, and shared it saying, “Take and eat, this is my body 
broken for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 



And after they ate, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them to drink from saying, “This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
For it is in this bread and cup that we see God residing among us, drawing the kingdom near, 
and welcoming us all into community, where we together declare this mystery of our faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
For it is to you, O God, that all praise is due, for your providence and love, for your redemption 
and salvation, for your grace and mercy, all given to us through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER (p. 112) 
Gathered together in God’s kingdom by the Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see God welcoming us into God’s kingdom and community. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
COMMUNION 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS: Lamb of God (ACS booklet)  
      Be Thou My Vision (#793) 

   Day by Day (#790) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LAMB OF GOD 

 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
O Lord, we give you thanks for feeding us yet again with your Word and truth, and showering us 
with your blessing of love and grace.  Strengthen our hearts as we go from here, that we might 
bring honour to you through our ministry and community with all, through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and Saviour.  Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING 
May the grace of Christ who calls us bless you and go with you, 
The power of the Spirit who empowers us sustain you and be gracious onto you, 
The salvation of God who loves us all look upon you with favour and grant you peace. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG: Savior, like a Shephard Lead Us (#789) 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace, love and serve God here in God’s kingdom. 
Thanks be to God. 
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