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Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 11, 2022 

ELW Holy Communion, Setting Ten 
 
 

The grumbling of the religious leaders in today’s gospel is actually our holy hope: This Jesus 
welcomes sinners and eats with them. That our God seeks and saves the lost is not only a holy 
hope, it is our only hope. As the writer of 1 Timothy reminds us, “The saying is sure and worthy 
of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” Thanks be to God. 
 
A warm welcome to those who are here worshipping in-person and on-line with us today! Here 
at Grace Lutheran we believe God is active in your life.  Even you being here now is testament 
of God’s calling and leading in your heart, which you have faithfully heeded.  So we welcome 
you, and pray that today you will be nurtured and that the gifts that God has graciously given 
you will be stirred for the sake of God’s mission in the world. 
 
Grace Lutheran worships, prays, and serves on the traditional and unceded lands and 
territories of the hən̓q̓əmin̓əm̓ (Musqueam) and Sḵwx̱wú7mesh (Squamish) peoples. 
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GATHERING 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP (Paraphrase of Psalm 51:1-10) 
We gather in worship of the God who shows us mercy in steadfast love, full of compassion and 
forgiveness.  We are washed through and through from our wickedness and cleansed of our sin 
and the evil that we have done, and by the righteous and gracious judgement of God, we are 
found and made purer than snow. 
 
So we sing with joy and gladness, because of our having been healed we rejoice, for God 
creates in us clean hearts, renewing our spirits and welcoming us in the community with all the 
saints, now and forever.  Amen.  Thanks be to God. 
 
GATHERING HYMN: Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing (#807)   
 
GREETING 
The outreaching grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the seeking love of God, and the welcoming 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Merciful God, by the life and teachings of Christ we see the lengths and depths that you go to 
show us your love and welcome, that we might share this good news of forgiveness and 
salvation in your name with friends and neighbours and all the world, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 
 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING: Exodus 32:7-14 
A reading from Exodus. 

While Moses is on Mount Sinai, the people grow restless and make a golden calf to worship. 
Today’s reading shows Moses as the mediator between an angry God and a sinful people. 
Moses reminds God that the Israelites are God’s own people, and boldly asks for mercy for 
them. 
 
7The LORD said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the land 
of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I 
commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped it and 
sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of 
Egypt!’ ” 9The LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. 10Now let 
me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them; and of you I 
will make a great nation.” 
 11But Moses implored the LORD his God, and said, “O LORD, why does your wrath burn hot 
against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a 
mighty hand? 12Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out 
to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from 
your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. 13Remember 
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to 
them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have 



promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.’ ” 14And the LORD 
changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people. 
 
The word of the Lord.            
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Timothy 1:12-17 
A reading from 1 Timothy. 
The letters to Timothy and Titus are called the pastoral epistles because they contain advice 
especially intended for leaders in the church. Here the mercy shown to Paul, who once 
persecuted the church, is cited as evidence that even the most unworthy may become witnesses 
to the grace of God. 
 
12I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged me 
faithful and appointed me to his service, 13even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a 
persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in 
unbelief, 14and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ 
Jesus. 15The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners—of whom I am the foremost. 16But for that very reason I received mercy, so 
that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience, making me an 
example to those who would come to believe in him for eternal life. 17To the King of the ages, 
immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (p. 205) 
 
 
GOSPEL: Luke 15:1-10 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Jesus tells two stories that suggest a curious connection between the lost being found and 
sinners repenting. God takes the initiative to find sinners, each of whom is so precious to God 
that their recovery brings joy in heaven. 
 
1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 2And the Pharisees 
and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 
 3So he told them this parable: 4“Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of 
them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he 
finds it? 5When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 6And when he comes 
home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have 
found my sheep that was lost.’ 7Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one 
sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 
 8“Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, 
sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9When she has found it, she calls 



together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I 
had lost.’ 10Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner 
who repents.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord.             
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
Holy God, by the gift of your Spirit show us the truth of your Word and give us wisdom for our 
hearts.  Let us hear your voice with joy and gladness that we be moved to serve you with faith 
and love, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Ever feel lost? Not lost in a “just ask for directions” kind of lost, but actually completely 
unaware of where you are, where you’re going, and if you’d ever be found again?  With a 
complete sense of hopelessness and despair, that this is just it for you, end of the road, 
nowhere to turn, totally, utterly, lost.   
 
I felt this before, probably more than once but the time that comes to mind is when I was 
around 7 or 8 years old and at the mall with my family.  I think we were walking around at the 
old Sears at Metrotown and my mom was just looking at clothes while my siblings and I were 
wandering around close by.  Back in those days all the clothing racks were those round carousel 
things that were perfect for hiding in.  So what’s a kid to do at a time like this?  Hide in one, of 
course.  I thought it was going to be hilarious.  I snuck in between the clothes and even covered 
up my tracks by bringing clothes back to where they were and I stood on the legs of the 
carousel so my feet would be hidden.   
 
Don’t tell me you haven’t done the same at some point in your lives, I don’t care how old you 
are now. 
 
Well, after a few minutes I couldn’t hear the voices of my family anymore so I thought it was 
time to let them in on the surprise and jump out and laugh at them for being so fooled.  Well, I 
jumped out, but my family was nowhere to be seen.  In fact, no one was anywhere.  It was like 
everyone disappeared from the store.  Kind of eerie, actually. 
  
I wandered around looking for my family or anyone for that matter, searching up and down the 
weirdly shaped aisles and peering around the many many clothing carousels.  After about 30 
minutes of looking, panic started to set in.  I really started to believe that I was lost forever.    
And as a 7 or 8 year old, of course I started to cry.  I was scared, what if I never see my family 
again?  I was angry, how could they forget me like this, just because I’m the youngest? I was 
alone, and to be honest it was the worst feeling that my 7 or 8 year old self had ever felt up to 
that point. 
 
I tried hiding again, in case it was like one of those Lion, Witch, and Wardrobe things where I 
was actually put in a different dimension.  I tried whisper yelling out for my mom, as I didn’t 
want to alert to anyone else that I was lost.  Hey I was a kid, but I was still a male with a keen 
sense of direction, no need to draw attention to my lostness.   I walked past one of those mirror 
pillars and saw my blubbering face and I glared at myself thinking, “be strong, you got this, stop 
crying.” 
 



And soon after that, like within seconds, I heard my siblings playing and laughing and my mom 
still looking at stuff.  I slowly walked to them thinking that they’d embrace me and be like 
“where were you, we’ve been looking for you for hours and hours!”  But when I got there, they 
continued playing and shopping like I wasn’t there still.  So I tugged on my mom’s shirt and said 
hi.  She said hi back and kept browsing and I asked her if she knew where I was.  She didn’t 
know what I meant.  I said I was lost for about 40 minutes.  And she said that I was only out of 
her sight for less than 5. 
 
So I was in Narnia.  Crazy stuff. 
 
So maybe you know that feeling of being lost.  Maybe you’ve felt this lonely or unwanted as this 
7 or 8 year old me felt.  Or maybe you also completely misunderstood the situation that you 
were in and interpreted reality to be something totally not what it was as my feeble brain 
decided to do all those years ago. 
 
Interestingly enough, all of these themes are present in today’s gospel reading.  These parables 
that Jesus gives to the grumbling Pharisees are very familiar, and even more so when I remind 
you that they belong to a set of 3 parables, not just the 2 that we get today.  The third one 
being the story of the Prodigal Son, which I’m sure rings a bell. 
 
Now you might be thinking, “hold on, we get the themes of feeling lost and unwanted, but 
misunderstanding reality?  What’s that all about?”  Well, I’m glad you asked, because this is 
actually something new that I came across this week in reading these texts again for the 
millionth time.  We know the stories, we know the interpretations, we probably know where 
I’m going with this sermon.  Or so we think. 
 
It’s clear that these parables talk about being lost, which we imagine the Pharisees equate with 
the so-called “sinners” that Jesus was hanging out with.  And perhaps the so called sinners 
thought the Pharisees were lost.  We in our 21st century hindsights might think they were all 
lost.  But most likely whoever we think it is that is lost, it isn’t us.  Maybe in some sort of 
superficial humility we might say that maaaaybe we’re the lost, but just not as lost as those 
others that we really consider to be lost.   
 
Is it really hard to believe that we’re all lost? 
 
I mean let’s face it, it isn’t hard to feel lost especially in this day and age.  We’re just coming out 
of 2+ year long pandemic, but still on shaky ground as we don’t know what the upcoming 
winter months will bring.  We just lost our queen this past week, who sure didn’t hold any real 
political power per se but she sure had a lot of influence over a lot of people and really she was 
just pretty cool.  And of course today is the anniversary of 9/11, a day that has been solidified in 
so many of our memories as one of the most tragic in the history of the West, not just because 
of the lives lost on the day but how the mentality of this part of the world has changed 
politically, emotionally, and how we regard people of different ethnicities and religions. 
 
So it’s not hard to feel lost.  It’s not hard actually be lost.  It’s not hard to lose hope and think 
that we’ve been abandoned forever.  It’s just hard to admit it. 
 
And so we come back to these parables and how I saw them a bit different this time around 
with my fresh post-sabbatical eyes.  See I think the reason why we don’t want to be equated 



with the lost is because we often think that they are those who never knew God, perhaps those 
outside the church, and maybe even the ones who think they’re better on their own and don’t 
need God in their lives which is why they don’t even bother looking.  That’s not us, we come to 
church every week (or close to it).  We walk the Christian walk and talk the Christian talk.  We 
even listen to most of our pastor’s sermons.  We can’t be lost, we’ve been in God’s lap the 
whole time.   
 
But the thing is, for you to lose something, don’t you have to have it to begin with?  I mean it if 
wasn’t, then it isn’t lost per se, it’s just not yours.  And if you find this thing that wasn’t yours, 
you’re not finding what was lost, you’re stealing something that never belonged to you in the 
first place. 
 
So for us to be found, we admit that we belong to God.  For us to be saved, we acknowledge 
that we need saving.  For us to be welcomed into God’s kingdom, we are simply recognizing the 
fact that we are God’s children, redeemed and cherished, loved and longed for, lifted up and 
graciously brought back into community with all. 
 
It’s not up to the other 99 sheep or the other 9 coins who joins their ranks.  It’s not up to the 
Pharisees who is welcomed and who isn’t into God’s kingdom.  It’s not up to us who is lost and 
who is found.  Rather, God declares us all as God’s own beloved children from before we were 
even born.  God welcomes us as God’s people in community with God and all the saints 
whether we like each other or not.  And even if we feel lost, like we don’t know where we are 
or what we’re doing, or that we’ve been abandoned by all that we hold dear, God is right there 
with us telling us that God’s eye has been on us the whole time. 
 
 And so we move forward into this new school year, into this new time of the monarchy, this 
time of hopefully post pandemic but definitely post-sabbatical, may we see God finding us daily 
wherever we are, and may we be at peace in the sure and certain hope of God’s gracious 
salvation for us all… because we need it.  Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: What Wondrous Love Is This (#666)  
 
CREED (p. 104) 
With all the lost but found, let us confess the Christian faith with the Apostle’s Creed: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 



the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Welcomed into the grace and compassion of God, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
those in need.  Each petition will end with “by your steadfast mercy, O God,” and you’re all 
invited to respond with hear our prayer.  By your steadfast mercy, O God, hear our prayer. 
 
O Lord, in your compassion you blot out offenses and cleanse us from sin.  You seek us out and 
welcome us back into community and your love.  May our lives always reflect your love, that all 
people might see how high and wide your grace is in the world.  By your steadfast mercy, O 
God, hear our prayer. 
 
O Lord, we know our offenses and our sin was ever before us, but you have chosen to love and 
forgive us.  May this truth be apparent in our lives and in our ministry, and may it be revealed 
to all whom we encounter through our words and actions.  We pray this for our neighbouring 
faith communities; our partner Anglican Church of Canada; our bishop Kathy, assistant to the 
bishop Rebekah, and national bishop Susan; and our companion congregations of the BC Synod.  
In particular we pray for Faith Lutheran Church in Powell River and their Anglican interim pastor 
Paula Sampson; and Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church in Prince George and their pastor Fleming 
Blishen who is currently on leave.  By your steadfast mercy, O God, hear our prayer. 
 
O Lord, your creation was made perfect and beautiful, but we have steeped it in wickedness 
and greed and have tainted it with our sin.  Increase in us faithful stewardship and may our care 
for this planet restore it for the future generations.  By your steadfast mercy, O God, hear our 
prayer. 
 
O Lord, you instill the truth of your love and grace deep within us and you judge us with 
forgiveness and mercy.  Be with all world leaders and people of influence and bring us into 
peace among the nations and across the borders.  We pray especially for all those experiencing 
war, violence, and political turmoil that your healing might fall on your people and all lands.  
Especially we pray for those that we’ve sponsored to come into this country: Solyana Amanuel; 
and Mikele Kiflu, Selam Haile, and their children; that their journey here can start soon.  By your 
steadfast mercy, O God, hear our prayer. 
 
O Lord, we often come before you with broken bodies and spirits, and you continually lead us 
to joy and gladness with your healing.  Be with all those who are sick, who mourn, or who feel 
lonely that none of us might forget of the joy in your name.  Especially we pray for Paula; Bev 
and family; Diana; Ron, Tess, and Mineko; Sukhwandt; Laura; Kandie; Thomas; Cindy; William; 
Chris; Mr. Cifuentes; Jessica; Amika; Robert; Jack; Walter; and all those we name aloud or 
quietly in our hearts at this time… 
By your steadfast mercy, O God, hear our prayer. 
 
O Lord, you create in us clean hearts as you renew our spirits of hope and joy within us, as you 
join us together in community with you and all the saints of all times and places, bringing us 
together as the one body of Christ in the world.  Remind us always of how we are found by your 
love, and may our lives be testament of your love and grace.  By your steadfast mercy, O God, 
hear our prayer. 



 
 
Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your steadfast love and 
mercy, shown to us by Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
 

 
PEACE (p. 106) 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
MEAL 

 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and places give thanks and 
praise to you, O God, through our saviour Jesus Christ, who reveals to us all the width and 
breadth of your love that reaches the all the ends of the earth, finding us in our wickedness and 
lifting us up out of our sin and welcoming us back into the community of your kingdom. 
 
For on the night that he was betrayed, Jesus sat with his friends for a meal where he took some 
bread, gave thanks, broke and shared it saying, “Take and eat, this is my body broken for you 
for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 
And then after they ate, he took the common cup, gave thanks, and offered it to them to drink 
from saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
It is in this bread and cup that we see how vast your love is, reaching all things in all times and 
places, even as we declare this mystery of our faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
May your blessing, O God, be on this table and on this people, found by your love and saved by 
your redeeming, that we might continue to give you all honour and praise, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

 
LORD’S PRAYER (p. 112) 
Found by the love of God through the Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 



Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see God’s welcome for us all. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
COMMUNION 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS: Lamb of God (p. 208)  
      Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling (#608) 

   Our Father We Have Wandered (#606) 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Holy God, you have again fed us and nourished us with your Word and your love, saving us with 
your grace and mercy.  Enrich our lives with your blessing and strengthen us in our representing 
you and your work in the world in and around us, through Jesus our Lord.  Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING 
May the ruler of the ages, the immortal and invisible one, bless you, be with you, and find you 
in love in whatever circumstance we might be in, this day and always. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN: There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy (#588)  
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace, be strengthened by the love and mercy of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
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