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Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 27, 2020 

ELW Holy Communion, Setting Ten 
 

Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals surprises in the reign of God. 
In the reading from Ezekiel the people claim the ways of the Lord are unfair, while God offers 
repentance and new life. Paul urges us to look to Christ as a model of humility, putting the 
interests of others above our own. Nourished by the broken bread and shared cup, we offer our 
lives for the sake of our needy world. 
 
A warm welcome to those who are here worshipping on-line with us today! Here at Grace 
Lutheran we believe God is active in your life.  Even you being here now is testament of God’s 
calling and leading in your heart, which you have faithfully heeded.  So we welcome you, and 
pray that today you will be nurtured and that the gifts that God has graciously given you will be 
stirred for the sake of God’s mission in the world. 
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GATHERING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
We gather together on bended knee in the name of Jesus, confessing that he is the Lord of all, 
in all, and through all. 
Amen. 
 
And in our gathering we give thanks to God for the gift of baptism, something that we practice 
but perhaps don’t understand, something we believe in but perhaps don’t comprehend, 
something that we feel as tangibly religious but cannot exactly articulate why.   
 
The thing is, it is tangible.  It is visible.  It is a way that we can see and feel God’s love on us, 
over us, and refreshing and cleansing us and bringing us into new life.  And so I ask that you 
mark your forehead with the sign of the cross or the mark the foreheads of those in your 
homes, and be reminded that God loves you, God welcomes you, and God guides you into 
God’s kingdom and truth, even when we just don’t get it. 
Amen.  Thanks be to God. 
 
GATHERING HYM: Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus (#802) 
 
GREETING 
The baffling grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the incomprehensible love of God, and the 
forgiveness that surpasses all understanding be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE (p. 204) 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Holy God, you do not seek death but wish to bring us into life.  Renew our hearts, refresh our 
spirits, and help us to walk in your holy way, that we might welcome without partiality or 
judgement, and accept your all-embracing goodness shown to all people, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

WORD 

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
A reading from Ezekiel. 
Ezekiel challenges those who think they cannot change because of what their parents were and 
did, or who think they cannot reverse their own previous behavior. God insistently invites people 
to turn and live. 
1The word of the LORD came to me: 2What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning 
the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on 
edge”? 3As I live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4Know 
that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the 
person who sins that shall die. 



  25Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? 
Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26When the righteous turn away from their righteousness 
and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed they shall 
die. 27Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have committed and do 
what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. 28Because they considered and turned away 
from all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. 
29Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways 
unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 
  30Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the 
Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 
31Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get 
yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32For I have no 
pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord GOD. Turn, then, and live. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 25:1-9 
 1To you, O LORD, 
  I lift up my soul. 
 2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 
  nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
 3Let none who look to you be put to shame; 
  rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 
 4Show me your ways, O LORD, 
  and teach me your paths.  
 5Lead me in your truth and teach me, 
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 
 6Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, 
  for they are from everlasting. 
 7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD. 
 8You are gracious and upright, O LORD; 
  therefore you teach sinners in your way. 
 9You lead the lowly in justice 
  and teach the lowly your way.  
 
 
SECOND READING: Philippians 2:1-13 
A reading from Philippians. 
As part of a call for harmony rather than self-seeking, Paul uses a very early Christian hymn that 
extols the selflessness of Christ in his obedient death on the cross. Christ’s selfless perspective is 
to be the essential perspective we share as the foundation for Christian accord. 

1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the 
Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the 
same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, 
but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to your own 
interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 



 6who, though he was in the form of God, 
  did not regard equality with God 
  as something to be exploited, 
 7but emptied himself, 
  taking the form of a slave, 
  being born in human likeness. 
 And being found in human form, 
  8he humbled himself 
  and became obedient to the point of death— 
  even death on a cross. 
 9Therefore God also highly exalted him 
  and gave him the name 
  that is above every name, 
 10so that at the name of Jesus 
  every knee should bend, 
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11and every tongue should confess 
  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
  to the glory of God the Father. 
  12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but 
much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13for it is 
God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (p. 205) 

GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23-32 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
After driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12), Jesus begins teaching there. His 
authority is questioned by the religious leaders, who are supposed to be in charge of the temple. 

23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him 
as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you 
this authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, 
then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25Did the baptism of John come from 
heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From 
heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human 
origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, 
“We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing 
these things. 
  28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work 
in the vineyard today.’ 29He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. 
30The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not 
go. 31Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, 
“Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead 
of you. 32For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the 



tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change 
your minds and believe him.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
Lord, by the power of your Holy Spirit give us the words of life, that we may understand your 
way and follow your truth, the truth that is Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
“By whose authority do you do these things?”  The question thrown at Jesus here wasn’t a 
gentle one by any means.  It is accusative, argumentative, and condemning.  See, this episode 
happens right after Jesus cleanses the temple courtyard of the money changers and merchants, 
people just trying to earn an honest buck.  Or, as honest as can be by ripping off the poor and 
the devout.  So in light of this big commotion in the temple, the religious leaders, the powers 
that be, “the man” of those days, came up to Jesus probably in anger and frustration and hurled 
this pointed accusation, “by whose authority?” 
 
See, this was their way of trapping Jesus.  This Jesus who has been a thorn in their sides for too 
long.  This wayward soul who thinks he can do whatever he wants, whenever he wants, without 
any regard to tradition, custom, and the rules that come with them.  So they have to do 
something after he desecrates the temple.  They have to show him who’s really boss and who’s 
really in power.  They have to get rid of this guy or everything that they’ve worked for, 
everything that they’ve earned for themselves, all the good that they have done in God’s name 
would be lost.   
 
So by asking Jesus “by whose authority”, they effectively back him into a corner and were ready 
to sink their teeth in.  By their calculation, there was no answer that Jesus could give that would 
let him off the hook.  If he says “by man’s authority” then they can have him arrested for they 
were the ones who would give that authority, which they most certainly didn’t and now 
definitely wouldn’t.  But if he were to say, “by God’s authority,” then they can have him 
arrested for blasphemy because honestly why would God give this quack any kind of authority 
at all.  He just cost the temple something like the equivalent to a few hundred thousand dollars, 
for crying out loud.  So as far as the religious leaders are concerned, Jesus is done-zo.   
 
But you can kind of understand their anger, can’t you?  Sure, in hindsight we can always label 
those darned religious leaders as the bad guys, but we can see where they’re coming from, 
can’t we?  I mean, imagine that you were taught to believe something your whole life, that you 
understood everything under one lens and that just made sense to you and you were 
comfortable, that things were as good as they can be (at least for us), but then someone comes 
and challenges everything you know, rejects everything you do, and reinterprets everything 
that you believe… wouldn’t you want to defend your position with everything you have?  
Wouldn’t you want to get rid of that person as well?  Wouldn’t you step up to that person and 
see where they get the nerve, where they get the gall, where they get the authority to do such 
things? 
 
I mean, don’t we do that to Jesus like all the time?  I know I do. 
 



I know I often question God’s wisdom because it doesn’t match my wisdom.  I often wonder 
what God is doing because it isn’t what I’d do.  I often deny God’s love because it is extended to 
people that I would just rather hate instead. 
 
Earlier this week I read an article entitled “Why It’s Hard to Call Myself a Christian Anymore” 
written by an ordained minister name Joe Forrest.  And in this article Forrest highlights his 
reasons for it being difficult to identify as a Christian, and they have nothing to do with lack of 
faith or belief, nor is he ashamed of the gospel of Christ, but rather there are some out there 
that are just giving Christ a bad name.  There are some out there that use their own 
interpretation of scripture to back up every atrocity ever conceived, claiming that they are only 
acting out of “God’s will”, and existing behind this front of religious devotion while justifying 
exploitation of the poor, discrimination against the marginalized, and protecting the privileges 
of only a select few. 
 
I know, it sounds harsh.  But it makes sense.  This isn’t a new phenomenon.  Scripture has been 
used to justify wars, slavery, segregation between sexes, races, and classes for generations.  I 
mean, where do you think the religious leaders in this gospel lesson got their authority from?  
So yeah, it’s harsh, but it’s true.  And we aren’t free from it either.  Not a single one of us. 
 
In that article, Joe Forrest also mentioned a test that was put together by a Christian pastor and 
writer by the name of Skye Jethani that brings to light just how true this is.  The test is for us to 
name one strongly held opinion of ours that we know differs from God.  Go ahead, think of one. 
 
Weird huh?  I couldn’t think of one either.  But do we really believe that we can be so in line 
with God, so in tune with the character of God, so alike God that we don’t disagree on 
anything?  We might as well be God.  Or maybe it’s the other way around.   
 
Joe Forrest also paraphrases 18th Century philosopher Voltaire: “God created us in God’s own 
image, and we have more than returned the favour.” 
 
We don’t want to be God.  No, that’s too much responsibility.  We just want God to be us.  And 
when it’s clear that God isn’t us, then we deny it being God.  We say it is something else, from 
someone else, and impossible to be from God because we just cannot understand it.  And we 
think if we can’t understand it then it must not be true or real or from God. 
 
So what about the parable that Jesus gives?  The one son that says he will but doesn’t, and the 
other son that says he won’t but does?  This is the flip flopping dichotomy of the Christian life.  
We want so much to follow God, or else why would you even be watching this sermon?  We 
want so much to be pleasing to God, or why else did you not navigate somewhere else to watch 
cat videos or something?  We want so much to be in tune with God, but it often seems like too 
much.  So we quit.  We give up.  It’s just easier to make God to be just like us instead.   
 
And I’m not saying that we can’t ever be like God or that our opinions don’t ever line up.  I’m 
just saying that if you can’t think of a single place where you and God disagree, then maybe we 
need to look at ourselves a bit closer.  Or maybe look at God a bit closer.  I mean we talk about 
the peace that surpasses understanding all the time.  We speak of God’s scandalous grace in 
the world.  We discuss God’s expansive and freeing love that is given to all people, whether we 
would do the same or not.  And so maybe that is the check for us to discern whether something 



is good and right.  Is it loving?  Does it bring about community?  Can peace be had in the midst 
of it?   
 
I mean, that’s God.  That is what God is all about.  Throughout scripture we see God being 
available to all people, regardless of class, gender, or ethnicity.  We see God providing for all 
people, regardless of their upbringing, their past transgressions, and even their current 
philosophies of life.  We see God forgiving and welcoming all people, regardless of whether or 
not they deserve it, have earned it, or even asked for it. 
 
We see God as compassionate and loving, slow to anger and steadfast in goodness, and always 
willing to forgive. 
 
You see we aren’t in the world to correct the world, that’s God’s job.  We aren’t in the world to 
save the world, that’s Jesus’ job.  We aren’t in the world to show the world how to love and live 
in community, that’s the Spirit’s job.  Rather, we are in the world to just reflect God onto the 
world.  Reflect God’s love unto people.  Reflect God’s compassion.  Reflect God’s grace.  
Because while we can never be perfect and be God, we can at least be as loving as we can, and 
live in the hope that God is doing a new thing in the world in bringing peace and community to 
all people.   
 
No, we aren’t God and we never can be.  God is not us no matter how much we try to shoehorn 
God into that mold.  But God is all grace.  God is all compassion.  God is all love.  That is how we 
can see God.  That is how we can work to be more like God.  And that is how we can look at 
ourselves and recognise the parts in us that are acting without grace, compassion, and love, 
and understand that is where we differ from God and by God’s mercy, we can change for the 
better, or at very least we can see just how great God’s forgiveness is that even people like us 
can be welcomed into God’s kingdom with open arms, brought into wholeness, and revealed as 
God’s beloved and redeemed children. 
 
In this season after Pentecost, let us continue to strive to understand how we don’t always 
understand God’s ways of truth, grace, and peace, and work toward accepting this truth, grace, 
and peace in all areas of our lives.  Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service (#712) 
 
CREED 
With all of God’s children welcomed into God’s wisdom, let us confess the Christian faith with 
the Apostle’s Creed: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 



and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Called to be God’s children, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.  Each 
petition will end with, “in your authority, O Lord,” and you are all invited to respond with hear 
our prayer.  In your authority, O Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
O Lord, we lift our souls to you and our trust is in you.  Help us in our understanding of your 
ways, that our faith might increase and we continue to walk in the light of your love.  In your 
authority, O Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
O Lord, you show us your ways and you teach us your paths, and you strengthen us in our 
ministry to others that your love might be reflected in all that we do.  We remember in prayer 
our neighbouring faith communities; our partner Anglican Church of Canada; our bishop Greg, 
assistant to the bishop Kathy, and national bishop Susan; and our companion churches of the 
BC Synod.  In particular, we pray for Living Faith Lutheran Church in Sechelt and their interim 
pastor Richard Hergesheimer; and for Lord of Life Mission in Sandspit and their interim pastor 
Jim Whaley.  May all churches and ministries bring glory to your name.  In your authority, O 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
O Lord, you are the God of our salvation, and you teach us your truth.  May your truth, that we 
do not always understand, guide us in our lives, communities, and stewardship of all that you 
have given to us.  Help us to let go of our assumptions and lean on your wisdom and strength.  
In your authority, O Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
O Lord, your compassion and love are everlasting, and they inform us of how to live in right 
relationship and community.  May our leaders and politicians follow your example of grace and 
mercy, that they can govern their jurisdictions with wisdom and toward peace.  We especially 
remember in prayer Solyana Amanuel, that she continue to be safe and in good health as she 
awaits entry into our country.  In your authority, O Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
O Lord, your goodness and love are steadfast, and your forgive us of our guilt and shame.  You 
lift us up out of ailments and bring us into healing and wholeness.  We pray especially for those 
among us who are sick, who mourn, or who feel lonely, that your love might shine in and 
through their lives.  In particular we pray for Diana; Beulah; Bev and family; Ron, Tess, and 
Mineko; Paula; Elsa; Laura; Kandie; Thomas; Cindy; Linda; Henry; Chris; all those who have 
contracted or affected by COVID-19; and all those we name aloud or quietly in our hearts at this 
time… 
In your authority, O Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
O Lord, you are gracious and upright, and you teach us the ways of your justice and peace.  
Remind us of our eternal connection to you and all the saints, that we might find strength and 



wisdom in your kingdom that spans across time and space.  In your authority, O Lord, hear our 
prayer. 
 
Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your goodness and 
grace, shown to us through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

MEAL 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING HYMN: Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ (#674) 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Holy God, you have brought us together in the ways of your truth and justice, and you welcome 
us to reside in your kingdom forever.  Bless this food we have before us, and may it remind us 
of the community we share in your love, as we are joined with the choirs of angels, the hosts of 
heaven, and the church on earth in praising your name with this unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (p. 207) 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
O Lord, to you we lift our souls.  We put our trust in you and you remove from us all our shame 
and guilt, and you protect us from our adversaries and assumptions.  Show us your ways and 
teach us your paths, that we might reside in your truth and trust in your salvation, full of 
compassion and love and forgiveness, revealed to us through the life and ministry of Jesus, your 
Son, who gave his all for us. 
 
For on the night that he was betrayed, your Son Jesus sat with his friends for a meal, took some 
bread, gave thanks, broke and shared it and said, “take and eat, this is my body broken for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Then after they ate, he in a similar way took the cup, gave thanks, and shared that saying, “this 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
It is in this food that we share that we see how we are remembered according to God’s 
steadfast love and for the sake of God’s goodness, even as we declare this mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
For the Lord is gracious and upright, and teaches us the ways of justice and peace even when 
we cannot comprehend or understand.  Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, by the power 
of the Holy Spirit we pray to you, O God of everlasting compassion and love. 
Amen. 
 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into truth and trust by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
COMMUNION HYMN: Lamb of God (p. 208)  
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see the truth of God’s love and compassion. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
COMMUNION 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
O God, you have blessed us with this food and you have empowered us with your truth.  Be 
with us as we continue to navigate this pandemic and relearn what it means to live and love as 
a neighbour and community, through Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

SENDING 

BLESSING 
May the blessing of God be with you, the love of Jesus lead you into faith and understanding, 
and the power of the Spirit sustain you even when we just cannot understand, both now and 
always. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN: We Walk by Faith (#635) 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace, be of the same mind as Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
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