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Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
July 26, 2020 

ELW Holy Communion, Setting Eight 
 

As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the treasures of faith. In today’s 
gospel Jesus offers everyday images that reveal to us the reign of God: a tree that becomes a 
sheltering home, yeast that penetrates and expands, a treasured pearl, a net that gains a great 
catch. Even as we seek the riches of God’s reign, the great surprise is that God’s grace finds us 
first! 
 
A warm welcome to those who are here worshipping on-line with us today! Here at Grace 
Lutheran we believe God is active in your life.  Even you being here now is testament of God’s 
calling and leading in your heart, which you have faithfully heeded.  So we welcome you, and 
pray that today you will be nurtured and that the gifts that God has graciously given you will be 
stirred for the sake of God’s mission in the world. 
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GATHERING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
We gather in the name of God, Sovereign, Saviour, and Spirit, to worship, to pray, and to hear 
God’s Word for us this day. 
Amen. 
 
And as we gather together but apart, and apart but together, we give thanks for the gift of 
baptism, which welcomes us all in its refreshing renewal and recreation.  May the sight and 
sound of the water serve as a reminder of who we are, how we are, and who we have 
become… that is, sinners of God’s redeeming, broken but healed by God, despised yet declared 
as the beloved of God washed by these spiritual water and brought into new life with God and 
each other along with all the saints. 
 
So we praise our God for this gift.  We praise God for this welcome.  We praise God and give 
God thanks for calling us and making us God’s own, forgiving us with grace and cleansing us 
with this abundant water and blessing us with love. 
 
And if you are so inclined, I ask that you dip a finger in your bowl of water and make a sign of 
the cross on your forehead or on the foreheads of those in your homes, for we are all marked 
with the cross of Christ, brought into God’s love.  And after you crossed or have been crossed, 
feel the water on your fingers, run them through the water, hear the sounds, feel the coolness, 
see how it glistens, and be reminded. 
 
Be reminded of our redeeming, of our welcome, of God’s love so graciously given, and be 
refreshed to see and feel God present with us now, where we are, how we are, and in who we 
are, through Jesus our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
GREETING 
May the invigorating grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the inclusive love of God, and the inspiring 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE (p. 184) 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
O God, your kingdom is full of abundant blessing and grace and you welcome us to live in the 
joy of your love.  Help us to see your kingdom all around us, in our communities and our lives, 
that we might be reminded of your eternal presence with us, from which nothing can remove 
us, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

 



WORD 

FIRST READING: 1 Kings 3:5-12 
A reading from 1 Kings. 
Because Solomon did not ask for long life, riches, or the defeat of his enemies, God gave him 
what he asked for: wisdom to govern the people well. 

5At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what I should 
give you.” 6And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my 
father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness 
of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love, and have given 
him a son to sit on his throne today. 7And now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant 
king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or 
come in. 8And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great 
people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. 9Give your servant therefore an 
understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can 
govern this your great people?” 
  10It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11God said to him, “Because you have 
asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, 
but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12I now do according to your 
word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you and no 
one like you shall arise after you.” 
 
The word of the Lord.                    
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 119:129-136 
 129Your decrees are wonderful; 
  therefore I obey them with all my heart. 
 130When your word is opened it gives light; 
  it gives understanding to the simple. 
 131I open my mouth and pant 
  because I long for your commandments. 
 132Turn to me and be gracious to me, 
  as you always do to those who love your name.  
 133Order my footsteps in your word; 
  let no iniquity have dominion over me. 
 134Rescue me from those who oppress me, 
  and I will keep your commandments. 
 135Let your face shine upon your servant 
  and teach me your statutes. 
 136My eyes shed streams of tears, 
  because people do not keep your teaching.  
 
SECOND READING: Romans 8:26-39 
A reading from Romans. 
These words celebrate the depth of God’s actions for us. Through Christ’s death for us and the 
activity of the Spirit praying for us, we are fused to God’s love poured out in Jesus Christ. 
Nothing, not even death itself, is able to separate us from such incredible divine love. 



 

26The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that 
very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27And God, who searches the heart, knows 
what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will 
of God. 
  28We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called 
according to his purpose. 29For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed 
to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 30And 
those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and 
those whom he justified he also glorified. 
 
  31What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32He who 
did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us 
everything else? 33Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who 
is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, 
who indeed intercedes for us. 35Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36As it is written,  
 “For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
  we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am 
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (p. 188) 

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Throughout Matthew’s gospel, Jesus and his disciples proclaim the good news that “the 
kingdom of heaven is near!” Here, Jesus offers several brief parables that explore the 
implications of this announcement for people’s lives. 

31[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard 
seed that someone took and sowed in his field;32it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it 
has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and 
make nests in its branches.” 
  33He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and 
mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” 
  44“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; 
then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 
  45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46on finding one 
pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 
  47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of 
every kind; 48when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but 
threw out the bad. 49So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate 



the evil from the righteous 50and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
  51“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52And he said to them, “Therefore 
every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household 
who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord.       
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
God of enlightenment, the unfolding of your Word gives us light and provides wisdom to all 
who seek your truth.  Open our minds and hearts by the presence of your Holy Spirit, that the 
mystery, the majesty, and the abundance of your heavenly realm is made evident here among 
us and our communities, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
How would you finish this sentence?  “The kingdom of heaven is like…”  Any takers?  It’s ok, I 
can wait until you come up with something… A question like this is one of those where you’d 
respond with a “I know my answer, but why don’t you tell me what you’re thinking and I’ll tell 
you if you’re right or not?”  The thing is, to be able to finish that sentence, you’d have to 
actually have a pretty good understanding of what the kingdom is like or even is.  Then after 
you grasp that huge can of worms, then you’ll have to know of something that is comparable 
and then connect the two. 
 
And that is hard. 
 
Because what can you compare the kingdom that is so unseen and only talked about in a book 
that we (and let’s be honest) barely read?  What metaphors would suffice in describing 
something that is so metaphysical, so theological, so deep beyond description?  How can one 
ever grasp all that it is?  And if it seems like I’m just stalling here, I totally am because let me tell 
you, it isn’t easy to answer a question like this. 
 
But luckily, we do have a source that can help us.  Jesus! Of course. And it just so happens that 
today he gives us not one, not two, not even three, but FIVE different examples of what the 
kingdom of heaven is like.  And they all give us a clearer picture than what we had before.  I 
mean, that is if our picture before was basically just a black screen with absolutely nothing 
distinguishable whatsoever. 
 
Jesus starts off with comparing the kingdom to a mustard seed, which he calls the smallest of all 
seeds.  It isn’t, by the way, but apparently the kingdom is like someone planting that smallest 
but not smallest of all seeds and it grows to become the greatest of shrubs.  It doesn’t really, by 
the way, it is more like an invasive weed.  Jesus says it becomes a tree, which it doesn’t, it stays 
as a weed-like shrub.  And that birds come and build nests in its branches.  Birds don’t do that.  
Those branches are barely strong enough to hold the leaves that grow out from those branches, 
so no bird in their right mind would actually build a nest there.  Not to mention it’d be super 
low to the ground so any eggs there would be easy pickin’s.  So this one doesn’t seem to make 
any sense, but ok, that’s how Jesus starts describing what the kingdom is like I guess. 
 
Then Jesus says that the kingdom is like a woman taking yeast and mixes it in with three 
measures of flour until all of it was leavened.  Either that or the army that she was feeding 



finally burst from eating so much bread.  I looked up what three measures of flour makes and 
it’s approximately 60 loaves of bread.  That is six-zero, not six.  And that’s loaves not slices.  And 
that’s bread, not mustard seeds.  So… a lot of bread.  More bread, really, than one person 
would need at one time.  So another swing and a miss, Jesus? 
 
Next he says that the kingdom is like treasure hidden in a field and someone found it, dug it up, 
and hid it somewhere else but because he was so happy with the field for having the treasure in 
it (which no longer is the case, by the way), he sells everything he has and buys the field.  The 
field that no longer has treasure in it.  It is just a field.  Sold everything he has for it.  Yeah. 
 
Then to really drive the point home, Jesus keeps going.  He compares the kingdom to a 
merchant who wants to buy fine pearls, plural.  But he finds one and then trades everything he 
has for that pearl, singular.  Ok.   
 
And then for reasons unbeknownst to anyone, Jesus isn’t even finished yet.  Finally he says the 
kingdom is like a fishing net that caught fish of every kind that were subsequently sorted with 
good going into buckets and bad getting thrown out.  This maybe is a bit more understandable, 
but still a headscratcher when compared to the others. 
 
Jesus asks them if they understood all this, and those liars actually said yes.  They couldn’t even 
understand Jesus literally telling them word for word that he’ll die at the hand of the 
authorities and be back by the end of the weekend, and they expect us to believe they 
understood that string of nonsensical parables?  Forget about it. 
 
But maybe that was the point. 
 
Uh what?  Isn’t a metaphor supposed to help us understand something, not to confuse us 
more?  Well, yeah it is, but what if the concept that is being taught and we’re trying to 
understand is just one that cannot be understood?  What if there isn’t a parable conceived that 
could be used to accurately describe something that is so beyond comprehension?  What if the 
kingdom of heaven that Jesus is talking about is so far removed and different from our 
“normal” way of life that no words or metaphors would ever suffice?   
 
Well, that might be pretty cool actually.   
 
Because let’s face it, the way we’re living now isn’t all that great.  Even after the 2000 some odd 
years since the time of Jesus, we are still living in fear.  Fear of violence and oppression, fear of 
racism, sexism, and ableism, fear of scarcity and not being in the highest of classes, fear of 
change in our privilege, our paradigms, and our perceptions of how life should be treating us 
and what is fair or not.  We live in fear of being unnoticed, unremembered, and unloved. 
 
But God promises us that none of those things would or could even remove us from God’s love 
through Jesus.  God promises that nothing of this world can ever change our position in God’s 
family.  God promises eternal welcome into this kingdom, this nonsensical, impractical, and 
perhaps paradoxical kingdom which has come near to us through the life and ministry of Jesus. 
 
So how can we describe this kingdom?  We can’t.  For it is beyond comprehension.  It is peace 
that surpasses understanding, grace that surpasses description, love that surpasses 
imagination.  And above all, it is an abundance of blessing that is so beyond sense, that it’d be 



like making a home in a crappy shrub, making more food than we know what to do with, going 
extravagant for something that doesn’t call for extravagance, going all in because of joy, and 
being able to see good even in bad.  This abundant blessing is what is promised to us.  It is what 
has been given to us.  It is what we have, here and now, ready for us to just open our arms and 
accept it. 
 
This doesn’t mean that kingdom life is free of problems and pain, but rather it means that even 
in spite of problems and pain we have hope.  Hope in things unseen, hope in promises yet to be 
realised, hope in this kingdom that doesn’t make any sense to be our sense of grace and peace 
as we navigate this world that encapsulates us yet pales in comparison to what it could be.   
 
This hope carries us.  This hope helps us to see God in the world.  This hope reminds us of the 
abundant blessing of the kingdom seen in our lives, in our relationships, and in our 
communities full of love and joy. 
 
So in this season after Pentecost, may we understand that we cannot understand the kingdom, 
but we can rest in our hope of the promised new life found within it, a new life of grace, peace, 
joy, and above all, love.  Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine (#774) 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Brought to live in the abundant love and blessing of God’s kingdom, let us pray for the church, the 
world, and all those in need.  Each petition will end with “Lord, in your overflowing mercy,” and you are 
all invited to respond with hear our prayer.  Lord, in your overflowing mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
O God, your decrees are wonderful and we obey them with all our hearts.  Your law acts as a lamp unto 
our feet, leading us and guiding us to see your kingdom in the world, that we might confidently live in 
the joy of your love and strengthened to do your will.  Lord, in your overflowing mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
O God, your Word gives us light and understanding, granting us the wisdom to follow you and the 
strength to proclaim your gospel.  May our ministry be pleasing to you, that your name be glorified in all 
that we do.  We pray especially for our neighbouring faith communities, our partner Anglican Church of 
Canada, our bishop Greg, assistant to the bishop Kathy, and national bishop Susan, and our companion 
congregations of the BC Synod.  In particular, we pray for Faith Lutheran Church in Kelowna and their 
pastor Brian Krushel; and for Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in North Vancouver and their interim pastor 
Vida Jaugelis (yeow-GAY-lus); as we all continue to explore what it means to be church in the midst of 
pandemic.  Lord, in your overflowing mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
O God, we long for your feeding and nourishment, and you provide for all our needs through the 
wonders of your creation.  May we show our appreciation for all that you have made through our care 
for this planet, that we might act responsibly in our stewardship.  Lord, in your overflowing mercy, hear 
our prayer. 
 
O God, you turn to us and are gracious even in our shortcomings, that our faults shall not have dominion 
over us.  Teach us to exercise this grace in our lives, that it might be contagious and infect all people, 
allowing us to one day live in peace in spite of difference in ethnicity, nationality, and gender.  We also 
pray for Solyana Amanuel, that her journey into our country be swift and without complication.  Lord, in 
your overflowing mercy, hear our prayer. 
 



O God, your face shines upon us and you rescue us from affliction and pain.  Heal those who are sick, 
who mourn, or who feel lonely, that your love might shine throughout our lives and community.  
Especially we pray for Paula, Beulah, Bev and family, Ron, Tess and Mineko, Diana, Laura, Kandie, 
Thomas, Linda, Cindy, Chris, those who have contracted or been affected by COVID-19, and all those we 
name aloud or quietly in our hearts at this time… 
Lord, in your overflowing mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
O God, our eyes have shed streams of tears for those who we have loved and lost, but your promise is 
that there is life eternal in your name.  May we find confidence and comfort in this promise, that we 
might look forward to and be prepared for eternity with you and all the saints.  Lord, in your overflowing 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
 
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in the promises of the kingdom 
revealed to us by Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

MEAL 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (p. 190) 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy God, your decrees are written on our hearts and your Word grants us light and 
understanding.  We long for more of you in our lives, for you are gracious and loving, slow to 
anger and quick to forgive, that no iniquity can have dominion over our lives.  In the fullness of 
time you have sent to us Jesus, to rescue us from the oppression of our own shame and guilt of 
sin, by revealing to us your statutes. 
 
Thus on the night that he was betrayed, instead of reacting to what was to come, Jesus 
proactively sat with his friends for a meal where he took some bread, gave thanks, broke and 
shared it and said, “take and eat, this is my body broken for you, do this for the remembrance 
of me.” 
 
Then after they ate, he took the cup, gave thanks, shared that and said, “this cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
For we see God’s face shining on us with abundant blessing through this food, through our 
worship, and through this mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
All honour and glory belong to you, O God, through your Son Jesus, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into abundant blessing by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Let us together taste and see the goodness of God. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
COMMUNION 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Holy God, you have again fed us and nourished us and empowered us with your love.  May our 
service to you and neighbour reflect your abundant blessing in all our lives, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen. 

 

SENDING 

BLESSING 
May the God of creation, liberation, and illumination  
bless you this day and always. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN: Love Divine, All Loves Excelling (#631) 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace, live as God’s beloved. 
Thanks be to God. 
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